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Abstract:

This chapter provides an overview of the current literature on adaptation costs for the ‘health sector’. The
health sector is here limited to conventional public health activities, although it is well recognised that
adaptation in other sectors is probably more important for reducing the health impacts of climate change
(through disaster mitigation, food and water security, and providing decent infrastructure). At the time of
writing (July 2009), there is only one set of comprehensive adaptation costs for health and these are
provided in the UNFCCC report and related journal paper (UNFCCC, 2007; Ebi, 2008).

Source: http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/11501IIED.pdf   

Resource Description

Climate Scenario :  

specification of climate scenario (set of assumptions about future states related to climate)

 Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES), Other Climate Scenario

Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES) Scenario: SRES A1, SRES A2, SRES B1

Other Climate Scenario: A1B

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

Author(s): Kovats S
Book: Assessing the Costs of Adaptation to Climate Change: A Review of the UNFCCC

and Other Recent Estimates
Year: 2009

Publisher: International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) and Grantham
Institute for Climate Change (London, England)
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elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Fisheries

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Malnutrition/Undernutrition

Infectious Disease: Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Other Diarrheal Disease

Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Malaria

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Cost/Economic
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Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Long-Term (>50 years)
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